
Proceeds of Three Mo’ 
Tenors concert benefits 
One In a Million Campaign 
to support D.C.’s THEARC 

By  Emily Cary
Special to The Examiner

Three Mo’ Tenors bring Black 
History Month at Town Hall Edu-
cation, Arts and Recreation Cam-
pus to a rousing finale in a program 
that traces four hundred years of 
the African-American musical ex-
perience. The evening opens with 
opera and segues into jazz, gospel, 
soul, spirituals, R&B, Broadway and 
the blues.

Funded by William C. Smith & Co. 
through the nonprofit organization, 
Building Bridges Across the River, 
THEARC opened in 2005 to provide 
services to Southeast Washington. 
Throughout this week, free pro-
grams have celebrated key events in 
Black History. All proceeds from the 
Three Mo’ Tenors concert, the cul-
minating event, will benefit the One 
In a Million Campaign, launched to 
support THEARC financially.

“This event is especially mean-
ingful to me because it’s the neigh-
borhood where I grew up,” says ten-
or Duane A. Moody, a graduate of 
Peabody Conservatory of Music 
with bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in vocal performance and a 
graduate perfor-
mance diploma in 
operatic studies. 

“I’ve sung here for years, so coming 
home with the ensemble brings back 
all those memories.

“When I was growing up and at-
tending D.C. public schools, my voice 
had a different timbre than the oth-
er kids and my phrasing was longer,” 
he says. “I fell in love with opera 
watching a large-scale production 
of ‘Aida’ in Pittsburgh with Grace 
Bumbry and live elephants.”

His mother, Linda Moody, was 
a past president of the D.C. School 
Board. He recalls how proud she 
was when he made his profession-
al recital debut in October 1997 at 
the Kennedy Center’s Terrace The-
ater. 

Soon afterward, he made his pro-
fessional stage debut at the IV Festi-
val des Artes in Itu, Brazil, as Spor-
tin’ Life in Gershwin’s “Porgy and 
Bess.” Since then, he has embraced 
the role as his own, starring in over-
seas productions of the opera in Sin-
gapore, China, Japan, Israel, Eng-
land, Ireland, Austria, Sweden and 
Scotland and in this country with 
the Delaware Opera, Des Moines 
Opera and Orlando Opera. 

Moody’s tenor colleagues are Vic-
tor Robertson from Atlanta and 
Washington native James Berg-
er Jr.

Robertson received the 2005 
Ovation Award, a 2006 Richard 
Tucker Award nomination and 

rave reviews as Rodolfo in Franc-
esca Zambello’s production of “La 
Bohème” at the Royal Albert Hall 
in London this past winter and as 
Tybalt in “Romeo et Juliet” at the 
2006 Spoleto Festival.

Berger, a graduate of Catho-
lic University, became a chorister 
with the Washington National Op-
era Company at age 21. Under the 
guidance of Plàcido Domingo, he 
has performed numerous roles and 
toured Japan with Domingo, José 
Carreras and Veronica Villoreal.

“The opportunity to study Domin-
go’s acting and singing techniques 
has been a great learning experi-
ence and training ground,” he says. 
“I began singing at age 2 and loved 
playing thousands of records my dad 
brought back from Germany, where 
he was a deejay in the service. 

“Opera is my passion, but I enjoy 
singing all genres. Although learn-

ing the choreography 
for our shows was 

tough in the be-
ginning, I’m 
told everyone 
loves our vi-
tality.”
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Tonight’s escape from the ordinary
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E-mail us all things entertainment: 
sfuller@dcexaminer.com

STANDING ROOM ONLY
«  A blend of hard rock and Appalachian 
influences, the Wrinkle Neck Mules hail 
from Richmond and play grim, tuneful bal-
lads. 9:30 p.m. The Red & The Black, 1212 
H St. NE, Washington. $10. Call 202-399-
3201 or visit www.redandblackbar.com.

AROUND TOWN
COMEDY
» Ben Bailey. 8:30 and 10:30 
p.m. DC Improv, 1140 Con-
necticut Ave. NW, Washing-
ton. $17. 202-296-7008, www.
dcimprov.com.

BEER SHOW
» Blue & Gray Show.  Through 
Saturday. Get your brew on 
at the Ramada Inn on Route 
1 in Fredericksburg. Enjoy ev-
erything beer: Tasting, food, 
gear and great people. For 
more information, visit www.
bluegrayshow.com.

– www.washington.org
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STAGES » BLACK HISTORY MONTH

BOOK TALK
‘THE NEXT 25 YEARS: THE NEW SUPREME COURT 
AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR AMERICANS’

» Martin Garbus
7 p.m. Venue: Politics and Prose 
Bookstore and Coffeehouse, 5015 
Connecticut Ave. NW, Washing-
ton; Tix: Free; Info:  202-364-1919, 
www.politics-prose.com.

 First Amendment  lawyer Mar-
tin Garbus views the Roberts Su-
preme Court as a Bush adminis-
tration effort to further expand 
its executive powers. Garbus 
warns of the  threat of an incom-
ing “textualist” bench  that wish-
es to roll back reforms won over the last century.

MOVIES OPENING TODAY
» “Breach”

Rated: PG-13; Running time: 110 minutes
Starring: Chris Cooper, Ryan Phillipe

» “Bridge to Terabithia”

Rated: PG; Running time: 95 minutes
Starring: Josh Hutcherson, AnnaSophia Robb

» “Ghost Rider”

Rated: PG-13; Running time: 114 minutes 
Starring: Nicholas Cage, Eva Mendes

» “Music and Lyrics” (opened Wednesday)

Rated: R; Running time: 90 minutes 
Starring: Hugh Grant, Drew Barrymore

IF YOU GO:
» Three Mo’ Tenors 

When: 7 p.m.
Venue: THEARC Theater, 1901 Mis-
sissippi Ave. SE, Washington
Tickets: $25, with all proceeds 
benefiting the One In a Million 
Campaign for THEARC
Information: 202-4-THEARC or 
202-889-5901; visit thearcdc.org
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